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a second splined inne 



CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A seal for a driveshaft, wherein said driveshaft comprises first and second 
members each having splined portions, said second member being telescopically 
resident within said first member, said splined portion of said first member 
cooperating with said splined portion of said second member thereby allowing 
said first and second membep to cooperatively form the driveshaft, said seal 
comprising: 

a first splined inner-pojlion having a first diameter; and 

portion having a second diameter, wherein said 
first diameter of said first splihed inner-portion of said seal is larger than said 
second diameter of said second splined inner-portion of said seal, at least a part 

first member is resident within said first splined 
inner-portion of said seal, anb at least a part of the splined portion of said second 
member is telescopically res dent within said second splined inner-portion of said 
seal. 

M> W^. The invention of claim 1 wherein sa^J seal is one-piece. 

3. The invention of claim 1 wherein jsaid seal is plastic. 

4. The invention of claim 1 wherein said seal is flexible. 

5. The invention of claim 1 wherein each of said first and second members 
have respective diameters of apn/oximately a same respective value, and each 
of said first and second members respective splined portions have a respective 



of the splined portion of said 
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length of about three times said v^Cie of said respective diameter of said first 
member. 

6. The invention of claim/1 wherein said first and second splined inner- 
portions of said seal are fit around at least a part of the respective splined 
portions of said first and second members utilizing initial preload force. 

7. The invention of claim 1 further comprising a spring within at least one of 
said first and^econd splined inner-portions of said seal providing preload force 
towards at jeast one of the respective splined portions of said first and second 
member?. 

£^^8. The invention of claim 7 wherein saief spring is molded within at least one 
of said first and second splined inner-portions of said seal. 

9. The invention of claim 7 wherein said spring is a garter-ring. 

10. The invention of claim 1 whereiryone of said first and second splined 
inner-portions of said seal is secured to one of said respective splined portions of 
said first and second members of said driveshaft utilizing a clamp. 

11. The invention of cjaim 10 wherein said clamp is secured around one of 
said first and second/splined inner-portions of said seal providing force towards 




one of said respective splined portions of said first and second members of said 
driveshaft. 

M &v*2. The invention of claim 1 wherein said firs/splined inner-portion of said 
seal is air-tightly fit around at least a part of the splined portion of said first 
member, and the second splined inner-portion of said seal is air-tightly fit around 
at least a part of the splined portion of saka second member. 
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13. The invention of claim 1 wherein s£iid first splined inner-portion of said 



seal is secured to an end of the splined/ portion of said first member, and said 
splined portion of said second members telescopically resident within said 
second splined inner-portion of said Zeal. 
W>14. The invention of claim 1 wherein said/first and second members of said 
driveshaft and said first and second splinj^d inner-portions of said seal are 
generally cylindrical. 

15. A seal for a double-tube spllried driveshaft, said seal comprising: 
a first splined inner-portion having a first diameter; and 
a second splined inner/portion having a second diameter, wherein said 
first diameter of said first scmned inner-portion of said seal is larger than said 
second diameter of said/second splined inner-portion of said seal, and said first 
and second splined irjfter-portions of said seal are each adapted to be fitted 
around at least a part of splined portions of separate respective tubes of a 
double-tube telescopically resident splined driveshaft. 

The invention of claim 15 wherein said seal is one-piece. 

17. The invention of claim 15 wherein said/Seal is plastic. 

18. The invention of claim 15 wherein said seal is flexible. 

19. The invention of claim 15 furtherxcomprising a spring within at least one of 
said first and second splined inner-portions of said seal. 

20. The invention of claim 15 further comprising a clamp secured around one 
of said first and second splinecf inner-portions of said seal. 
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21 . The invention of claim 15 wherein sfaid first and second splined inner- 
portions of said seal are generally cylindrical. 
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A method of attach 



ng a seal to a driveshaft comprising: 
providing a drivesh; ift comprising first and second members each having 
splined portions, said secc nd member being telescopically resident within said 
first member, said splined >ortion of said first member cooperating with said 
splined portion of said second member thereby allowing said first and second 
members to cooperatively orm the driveshaft; 

providing a seal cor lprising a first splined-inner portion having a first 
diameter, and a second sp$ined-inner portion having a second diameter, wherein 

rst splined inner-portion is larger than said second 
diameter of said second s6lined inner-portion; 

fitting the first splined inner-portion of said seal around at least a part of 

irst member; and 

Dlined inner-portion of said seal around at least a part 
id second member. 



said first diameter of said 



the splined portion of said 
fitting the second s 
of the splined portion of s 



23. The invention of claim 22 wherein said first and second splined inner- 



portions of said seal are 
second members of said 
24. The invention of c 



it to said respective splined portions of said first and 
driveshaft utilizing initial preload force, 
aim 22 further comprising a spring within at least one of 



said first and second spl 
preload force against at I 
and second members of 



ed inner-portions of said seal, said spring providing 
sast one of said respective splined portions of said first 
aid driveshaft. 
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25. The invention of claim 22 further comprising a clamp, wherein at least one 
of said first and secor d splined inner-portions of said seal is fitted to at least one 
of said splined portior s of said respective first and second members of said 
driveshaft with the clc mp. 




BEST AVAILABLE 



